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Georgia O'Keeffe, Sky with Flat White Cloud, 1962. Alfred Stieglitz Collection, Bequest of Georgia O'Keeffe
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2z A Narrow Path

TN MYy

Along a narrow path
in between grassy meadows
a boy in blue pants walks briskly,
hands in pockets,
elbows curled,
huddled under thin rain drops.
At his side,
A girl

a little taller than him
in a floral dress,
picks up the pace,
As the rain thickens

and the dusty path churns into mud.

They walk silently.

7N My oy

In a little while they will reach a spring where
rattling buckets,

will be submerged into a tiny fountain,
bursting gently from the earth.

As she lowers and lifts,

his body contorts in agitated expectation,
hands on hips,

a single bead of sweat

trickles down his face.

The rain is thinning again,

her steps firmly planted in packed earth,
waves gently swirling in her ears.

He lags behind,

wobbly steps,

two hands gripping,

always nearly crumbling.

They near home,

a fire pit emits thick smoke

a shade lighter than the clouds.
Babu is there,

hunched over coal

eyes narrowed.

They are now seated at her side,
breathing heavily,
eagerly awaiting

but she only breaths,
peering,
waiting
for the two buckets of water
filled to the brim.
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Quarry, 1890s. Gift of Mary and Dan Solomon to the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC
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Flying through some stock footage of heaven
This is the light right here
Before clouds bittersweet and with suggestion
This is the light
Bald and bold as baby crawling toward
adulteration
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