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Fig. 1. Global sinface temiperatune anomalies refative to 1951-1980. The Mo mdex = based on the
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| hear the halting footsteps of a lass
In Negro Harlem when the night lets fall

Its veil. | see the shapes of girls who pass

To bend and barter at desire's call.

Ah, little dark girls who in slippered feet

Go prowling through the night from street to street!

Through the long night until the silver break
Of day the little gray feet know no rest;
Through the lone night until the last snow-flake
Has dropped from heaven upon the earth's white breast,
The dusky, half-clad girls of tired feet
Are trudging, thinly shod, from street to street.

Ah, stern harsh world, that in the wretched way

Of poverty, dishonor and disgrace,

Has pushed the timid little feet of clay,

The sacred brown feet of my fallen race!
Ah, heart of me, the weary, weary feet
In Harlem wandering from street to street.

Claude McKay, Harlem Shadows (1922)
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An Ars Poetic Essay on Constraints (a tribute to Georg, Georges and the OuLiPo)

A widespread belief is that for a work to be creative it has to disobey conventions and be
free of constraints. Even if true, it gives rise to the corny ‘outside the box’ cliché which
inaccurately defines the way we grasp the creative process. This fallacy is a result of
identifying the creative work (or product) with the process that yielded it and | assert that the
attributes that are outlined above cannot be ascribed to the latter. If anything, investigating
under constraints leads to a narrow set of possibilities which consequently allow effective
exploration of the issue at hand. Usually, this converging procedure is executed
unconsciously and assures a gradual progress which enhances the probability of attaining
a breakthrough. Parfois, one understands the advantages of confining oneself and turns
this once unintentional practice into an explicit one. A recognized writer known for his
constrained writing techniques is Georges Perec. His distinguished novel ‘La Disparition’
which was written entirely without the letter ‘e’ is an influential illustration of how obedience
to stylistic rules - a few of which are actualized here - can generate aesthetically pleasing
works of art. Perec was aware of the positive relation between restraints and liberalization;
He knew that he could direct his flow of thoughts into novel paths following restrictiveness. |

realize that this view appears a little bit paradoxical, but who are we to deny counterintuitive

ideas - as the existence of No and N - just cause they do not fit our poor understandability?

Well, If you are still skeptic, note your reaction when you find out which letter is _issing.' :
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